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died, the last survivor of the first under-librarians. He was of Trinity
College, Cambridge (B.A., 1754 and ML A., 1757), was elected
F.R.S. in 1766 and became Chaplain to the neighbouring Foundling
Hospital about the same year. If Venn identifies him rightly {Alumni
Cant^ vol. ii), he was a pluralist, holding a curacy at Gamston, Notts,
and from 1775 the Vicarage of Rothwell, Leeds. He edited the first
Catalogue of the Printed Books.
Harper was followed as Assistant Keeper in the Printed Books
successively by the Rev. Andrew Planta (transferred from the Natural
History), 1765-73, his son Joseph Planta, 1773-76, afterwards
Principal Librarian, Matthew Maty's son, the Rev. P. H. Maty,";
1776-82, the Rev. C. G, Woide, 1782-90, and then by one who
left more mark on the place than all these except the younger Planta,
the Rev. Samuel Ayscough (1787-1804). Born in 1745, the grand-
son of Nottingham's first printer, Ayscough had heen left as a boy,
owing to his father's speculations, to help his ruined family by labour-
ing at a mill. Entering Rivingtotfs he found, like Johnson, what
education a good bookshop can give, and developed a passion for
cataloguing and indexing; he indexed Bridges' Northaniptanshire,
Manning's Surrey and the Gcntlemarfs Mttguztn?, and published a
Concordance of Shakespeare. Before lie joined the regular stafl: he
had produced in 1782 the catalogue of the Sloane, Birch and Addi-
tional MSS., arranged according to u. classification of his own, and
the first catalogue of Rolls and Charters, and had begun on that of
the Printed Books, of which, when it appeared in 1787, about one-
third was his work. He was ordained about 1780, and served under his
colleague Southgate as Assistant Curate of St. Gilos-in-tho-Fields,16
Like Maty, who was two years his junior, Morton took his degree
at Leyden, the dominant Medical School of the time. His must have
been the more important position of the two, for not only were the
collections in his charge of far greater value than those in Maty's,
but he was set to finish the catalogue of the Harlciaii MSS., which
Wanley and his successors had nearly completed. Morton finished
the work in a manner no more exacting than that of Wanley's suc-
cessors, and it was published in two handsome folio volumes in 1759*
he added an introduction in 1762.
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